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CONNECT 8| EXPANDING BROADBAND ACCESS
BY MEAGAN SEXTON, THE SCOUTHERN

MARIONM - Connect 51 is expanding broadband cemmunication throughout Southern Tllingis, Officials with
Man-Tra-Con (Management, Training, Consulting Corporation) of Marion and Southern linais University
Carbondale have been working on significant regianal economic approaches to develop and enhance
oppartunities for employment.

“We beliave this {broadband} will be a key economic indicator for the creation of mare jobs and businesses
in this area," SIUC President Glenn Poshard said.,

Cannect 51 representatives said they are trying te

bring Southern Ilincisans tagether and open up job

appartunities, which will help the regional economy. !
Building the jeb market in the area also will offer

solutions to issues with health care. The initiative is

attempting to build a foundation for the future based
on the region's shared assets and resources,

Broadband and high-speed Internet connectivity are
ameong the most important building blocks of the
initiative. Network praviders also are very impartant to
Connect 31

Man-Tra-Con Director Kathy Lively said the initiative is
spurring the growth of knowledge-based emgployment
apportunities and enterprises in Southern Ilinols
through access to breadband Internet technology.

Need a Physician Who's Right For You?

"The university is still going to be a driving force and

because of the quality and specialized experience of

the Man-Tra-Con staff, the collaborative mementum of Connect ST will continue to build,” said Rex Duncan,
executive director of Connect SI.

Brad Housewright, Heartland Communications general manager, who also serves as chairman of the
network providers group, believes Internet service for rural areas in Southern Ilinois will continue to grow
and prosper. The Initiative already has reached greater Wabash County and other small towns in the
southeastern part of the state.

"This has grown to where we need additional manpower to be able to continue to build this effort,”
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Housewright said,

“We're committed to helping this initiative, which is about to ignite the spirit of Scuthern Ilinois in a way
that hasn't happened in a long, long time,” Lively said.

meagan.sexton@thescuthern.com, 351-5804
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To improve the interaction of commenting, for our readers, we have revised our rules for posting comments. Please
note the new ruics below:

TheSauthern.com encourages readers to interact with one anather. We will nat edit your camments, but we reserve the right ta
delete any inappropriate responses, All comments are sereened for content ans will be posted within 24-48 hours.

Do not past comments using a full name. |.e. Jaha Smith, Only use Joha or Smith, or a pseudonym. IT yau wish to be identifisd by
using your ful! name, you must first send yaur comments te sur editor, for verification. Your comments will then be posted,

Do nst post comments that are off toplc, Keep comments relevant ta the topic of the story, If you want te comment on other staries,
do sa frem the ariginal stery.

Unreadable comments with excessive grammar and/or spelling errors will not be pasted,
Keep comments to 250 words ar less, Any posting greéater than 250 words will nat be submitted for approwal,
To repart offensive or inapprapriate comments, contact our editor,

Tre comments below are from readers of TheSauthern.com and In no way represent the views of The Southern Nlinsisan or Lee
Enlerprises.
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