HELP: New center helping non-traditional students feel comfortable

com# back to school. [ wasn't
sure whers I would fit in, ]
mean, I'm way older than
maost of the other students,”
said Winters, a Pittsburg
native. “T've gotien lost many
a time and I'm just on my
third day here. Eut for 15
years, I used my muscles,
Now I'm teady to use my

Helping Winters — and
others — nee their minds is
among the chief airas of the
newly opened Man-Tra-Con
Center on the campus of John
A. Logan College. The center
provides a place for former
Maytag employees and others
facing similar challenges to
“feel comforteble, and thanks

to the services we offer, feel

more capable about going

back te school,” said Man-Tra-

00‘1'1&1 exscutive director Kathy
Y.

The center opetied before
the start of the spring
somnester and will provide
sarvices for more than 500
dislocated workers, including

210 former Maytag employess.
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The non-traditional studenis
can visit the center — focated
In the space at the front of the

main building that previensly
housed an serobic center — io
complete necessary
paperwork, receive tutoring
and fearn study skills, as well
as to socialize and

entrance from the cutside. It
gives theth 4 unique door inta
the institution that will make
for a smooth transition.”
Some students already have
taken advantage of the
centet’s tutoring services, and

everything they
learned in high school,” she
sald. “The world they had

prepared for no longer exists,
50 I need te help thein prepare
to Punction in the world as it
is today. It's a matter of
helping thetn use their life
experiences to develop, .
rebuild ar regain their skills.” -

The penter is also a contact .
point for some of the stndents
taking part in the Maytag
Mentor program that pairs up
students with faculty, staff or
admlinlstration at the callege.

Deana Smith, secretary to
the college's dean for

“Itwasscaryenoughforme
te come here right after high
school, s0 I can't imagine how
overwhelming it must be to
come back as an aduit,” she
said. “I'm hare to glve the
person assigned to tne
someons to talk to, help her in
whatever way I can, or give
her a pai on the back. I want
her to know what the college
can do for her — what it has
to offer ™

Donna Allsopp, 42, who
worked at Maytag for 10
years, is excited about her
future prospects. at the -
cullege. The Pittskurg woman, ,
whose hushand also worked at,
Maytag.isseekingndegrum-
the medical field.

“I've wanted to go back to
school for a while. I can't tell
sou the number of times I

had the opportunity to go

hs.cktoschool.lwould
Andnowweregetmume

change,” she sald. .
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TUMS: Workshops to be scheduled
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better life for themselves — a
life with more sustaining
wages."

Phit Minnis, dean for
workforee development and
community education at John

A. Logan Callepe, said for the ©
most part, the displaced N
workers are making amcoth
transitions to the college
clasaroom

“Certalnly, some sruhg:nta
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students. Whatever it takea 3o -
make them feel comfortable
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