ThaHemﬂspoWn

Menday, January 22, 2007— Page 9A

Man-Tra-Con helps

£Y CHERR) FLINN
THE SPORESWAN

HERRIN — Kathy Lively,
Execurive Director of Man-
Tra-Con in Marion, gave the
Marion Chamber of
Commerce an overdew of
Man-Tra-Con's assistance to
area job seekers.
pecently, Man-Tra-Con assist-
d the formet
Maytag/ Whirl ] workers
who were employed at the
Herrin plant.

Lively, who spoke at the
Chamber's monthly lunch-
said Man-Tra-Cont
g31 former employ-
ges fill out applications for
Trade Adjusnnent sistance
(TAA) and Workforce
Investmens Act (WIA).

TAA is a federal program
primarily aimed at employ-
aes who have lost their jobs
due to foreign com ition.
The former Maytag warkers
were ligible to receive an
addivional 26 weeks of ben-
ofits through TAA. WA pro-
vided other henefits
wotkers.

Wan-Tra-Con helped 339

139 former Maytag
employees enroll

former Maytag employees
enroll in ¢lasses at seven
area colleges.

*Some of the employees
were only looking for manu-
factusing jobs, and that's
linited,” Lively said. “Our
local colleges were on-site
at the plant to meet the
emplayees at their conven-
ience.”

Lively said college repre-
sentatives, who were work-
ing helping Mayiag petsan-
nel, were impres with
their work ethic

e needed to help them
stay here, of otherwise we
were going to lose them,”
Lively said. “We want and
need to keep that waork ethic
here in Southernt THinois.”

As a show of support,
Man-Tra-Con began the
Gilver Lining Campaign by
handing out small silver rib-
bons to wear o the lapel,
as well as large silver bows,
which businesses can dis-
play.

Lively said the idea
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Employers seeking workers at Job Fair

- MARTON — In respemse
t9 the mass layoffs at the
Herrin Maytag/Whirlpool
plant, businesses from all
over the state will make
their way to the Qne-Stop
Business and Employment
Center for the Employmenc
Cpportunity Fair,

- This Tuesday, Jan. 23,
2007, aver 6 businesses
from Peoria to Metropslis,
leach with job openings, will
meet with Southern Diinois

Job seekers from 9 a.m. until

1 pm.
" The theme for the

Employment Gpportunity
Fair is *Smart Choices for
Today and Tomorrow.”

“In today’s job market, it
is important that workers
choose a jab that mests all
their needs,” said Kathy
Lively, Executive Difector of
Man-Tra-Con Corporation,
“That's what rhis
Employment Opportunity
Faiz is all about. Not just
matching job seekers with a
job, but matching them with
the right career so they can
build a future for themselves
and their families,”

Everyone inreresred in
participating in the
Employment Opportunity
Fait is welcome.

Participants are encour-
aged to bring a resume and
dress professionally.
Employers will be conduct-
ing interviews that day.

Individuals needing assis-

tance in ereating or upgrad-
ing their r2sumes can get
help at the Marion One-
Stop, as well. :

Some of the job openings
include: mechanical mainte-

nance tech, clerirai, welders,

therapists, mns_ma.; labor,

sales, dispatchers, drivers, as

well as many others.

The Marion Omne-Stop
Business and Employment
Center is located on the
northeast side of the Nlincis
Centre Mall.

Man-Tra-Con would like
to thank all sponsors of the
Employment Opportunity
Fair, especially John Otey of
the Llinois Departnent of
Employment Security,
Darren Pulley of John A.
Logan College and employ-
ers from across the state,
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behind the silver ribbon is
that every cloud has a silver
lining. She hopes the cam-
paign will be a srrong show
of community support and
hope for the Maytag work-
ers who are factng difficult
tmes,

Man-Tra-Con also worked
in conjuncrion with the
Herrin Ministerial Alliance,
Herrin Chamber of
Commerce and Maytag's
union to sponsor # Regional
Day of Prayer, on Jan, 21,
for all former Maytag work-
ets and their families.

The evening of Jan. 21, a

gatheting of former Maytag
employees, Friends and
Coworkers for New
Beginnings, will meet at the
Herrin Civic Center, where
Herrin Mayor Vic Ritter and
SIU President Glenn
Poshard will speak.
Entertainment will be pro-
vided and attendees will be
served a complimentary
meal,

“This is a region in tran-
sidon, but we need to
remembet that there is
always a silver lining,™
Lively said,




