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Man-Tra-Con Job Training Office Now Open In Du Quoin

BY MATHY KOPSHEVER

FNCINEYYILLE

Man-Tm-Con is now epen full-time in the
Southiowne Shopping Center next o the Tohn
A. Logan Alongi Exiension Cerer.

The employment maining service is a feder-
ally funded non-profit corparation with loca-
tons in Perry. Williamson, Jackson, Jefferson
and Frenklin Counties.

Man-Tra-Con is cutrently belping 200 dis-
located or unemployed Pemy County residents
o find jobs. Computer taining classes, job
search software, restme writing and interview
skills are some of the programs available,

Some services are income based, bat any-
ohe may make use of computers for job search-
5 of msume writing. Thase will 2 greater need
are assigned & Career Sperialist ta help with the
program. Robinson, career specialist.  said
about 83 percent of Man-Tra-Cors unern-
ployed or underemployed clients have sntersd
tmployment.  Placement for dislocated {laid-
off) workers is closer to 99 percent.

The Du Quoin Man-Tra-Con office has
three permanent employees. Charlene Gieser,
fmwslnpswwardaxBridalOriginals.rm
been hired as a temporary AFL-CIO peer coun-
selor.

Niki Wisniewski and Charlene Geisars
on the computar at naw fobs centar.

When Bridal Originals closed last vear, 76
peapie lost their jobs.,

Gieser said the TAA petition for Brida]
Originals wus recemly approved and will allow
for two years of maining for former Bridal
Originals employees.

Sofar, 13 Bridal Originals employees are in
the office skills program at Man-Tra-Con, s1x
are in school and six have been employed by
Bridal Originals in Sparya,

Gieser was the shop steward ar Bridal

Fictured are Man-Tra-Co board mem-
bers and employees Shefly Meacham,
Niki Wisniewski, Greq Clark, Rosie

Robinson, Cynthia Reeder and Danny
Wildermuth, ’

Originals for 22 years and at Counery Set for 14
years before the plant closed.

She said she 15 familiar with computers and
enoys helping her former employees discern
their interests, One woman was unawars that
she was mechanically inclined unti] the Horizor
interest 125t w0k her s,

Chieser said she's 66 and not ready 1o et
When her temporary position as peer counse
is oompleted, she'll make use of Man-Tra-C:
services 1o find a permanent position,




